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Course Description 

 
Throughout the US History II curriculum students will be able to construct compelling questions and 

determine the proper sources that can help answer those questions.  They will apply a variety of historical 

thinking skills that include analysis of historical events for change, understanding of diversity, continuity 

and context.  They will identify various perspectives in history and interpret historical sources to be used 

as evidence in their arguments.  Finally, they will be able to draw their own conclusions from a solid base 

of historical inquiry and research. 

 

Course Resources 
Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Migrant Mother, Lange’s Iconic 

Photograph) 

Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian (Japanese Internment, Zoot Suit 

Riots) 

Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian (Korean War) 

Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Cold War Foreign Policy) 

Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian 

Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Civil Rights Movement in Context) 

Amistad Commission Website  

New York Times Upfront 

Teaching Tolerance (Southern Poverty Law Center) 

Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History 

 

Pacing Guide 

Unit Title  Time Frame  

Unit One:  The Great Depression and World 

War II 

10 Weeks  

Unit Two:  Postwar United States:  Cold 

War (1945 to the Early 1970’s) 

8-10 Weeks  

Unit Three:  Postwar United States:  Civil 

Rights and Social Change (1945-1970’s) 

8-10 Weeks  

Unit Four: Contemporary United States:  

Domestic Policies (1970-Present) 

5-8 Weeks 

Unit Five:  Contemporary United States; 

International Policies and Interconnected 

Global Society (1970-Present) 

4-6 Weeks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit 1 - The Great Depression and World War II  

10 Weeks  

 

Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to understand what caused the most severe economic crisis in American 

History.  Students will explore how the expansion of government during the New Deal affected the nation. 

Students will be able to identify the kinds of opportunities and hardships the war created for Americans at home and  
abroad. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

 

Essential Questions 
➢ How does the role of government impact social and cultural configurations?  

➢ Why does America go to war?  How has warfare evolved over the century? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will be able to understand what caused the most severe economic crisis in American 

History. 

➢ Students will explore how the expansion of government during the New Deal affected the nation. 
➢ *Students will be able to identify the kinds of opportunities and hardships the war created for Americans at home  

and abroad. 
Technology Infusion 

➢ 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

8.1.12.C.1  Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 

peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

 

Standards Addressed: 
➢ 6.2D Grade 12 CPI 04.L, Assess the cultural impact of World War I, the Great Depression, and 

World War II. 

➢ 6.1A Grade 12 CPI 11.E, Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 

violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides. 

➢ 6.1D Grade 12 CPI 11.D, Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, 

rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust. 
 

Differentiation 
➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  



➢ Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Structured Discussion/Debate 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 

 
➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 

 

Unit 2 Postwar United States:  Cold War (1945-the Early 1970’s) 

Eight to Ten Weeks  

 

Unit 2 Overview  

In this unit, students will be able to explore the methods used by the United States to contain 

communism justified.  Students will be able to understand how the United States and Soviet Union 

became Cold War adversaries. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 
➢ How is America’s role in the world seen by others? 

➢ How is the role of government viewed by citizens? 

➢ Why does America go to war?  How has warfare evolved over the century? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 
➢ Students will be able to explore the methods used by the United States to contain communism 

justified. 

➢ Students will be able to understand how the United States and Soviet Union became Cold War 

adversaries. 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 

tutorial. 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1A Grade 12 CPI 12.A, Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the 

Cold War and to United States involvement in conflicts intended to contain communism, 

including the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War. 

➢ 6.2A Grade 12 CPI 5.A, Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies between the 

United States and the USSR resulted in a cold war, the formation of new alliances (e.g., NATO, 

SEATO, Warsaw Pact), and periodic military clashes (e.g., Korean War, conflicts in the Middle 

East). 

 

Differentiation 



➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  

➢ Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Structured Discussion/Debate 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 

 
➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 

 

 

Unit 3 - Postwar United States:  Civil Rights and Social Change  (1945-1970’s) 

Eight to Ten Weeks  

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Unit 3 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore how the anxieties raised by the Cold War affected life in the United 

States.  Students will understand how poverty persisted in the United States in an age of affluence. 

 

Essential Questions 
➢ Why were not all Americans considered equal ? 

➢ Who has the power to make change and how does that power impact societal views? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
➢ Students will explore how the anxieties raised by the Cold War affected life in the United States 

➢ *Students will understand how poverty persisted in the United States in an age of affluence. 

➢ *Students will analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title 

VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 

civil liberties and equal opportunities. 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 



➢ 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 

tutorial. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title 

VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 

civil liberties and equal opportunities.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.13.a Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement, and explain why national 

governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African Americans. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.13.c Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was enacted to end poverty in 

the 1960s and today by assessing the economic impact on the economy (e.g., inflation, recession, 

taxation, deficit spending, employment, education).  

 

Differentiation 
➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  

➢ Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Structured Discussion/Debate 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 4 – Contemporary United States:  Domestic Policies (1970-Present) 

Five to Eight Weeks  

 

Unit 4 Overview  

In this unit, students will explore to what extent did Clinton, Bush, and Obama fulfilled their domestic 

policy goals.  Students will understand that the major changes in normal life that took place in 

contemporary America held in strong impact.  

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

 

Essential Questions 

 
➢ How does government play a role in the Nation’s economy?  

➢ How did the role of African Americans and Women change during this era in time?  

➢ How does the role of domestic policy impact those in the United States?  

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 
➢ Students will explore to what extent did Clinton, Bush, and Obama fulfilled their 

domestic policy goals. 

➢ *Students will understand that the major changes in normal life that took place in 

contemporary America held in strong impact.  

 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 

tutorial. 

➢ 8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 

peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.15.b Determine the effectiveness of the United States in pursuing national interests 

while also attempting to address global political, economic, and social problems.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.16.c Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the 

rich and poor, and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding 

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 



➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  

➢ Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Structured Discussion/Debate 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 

 
➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 

Unit 5 – Contemporary United States:  International Policies and Interconnected Global 

Society (1970-Present)  

Four to Six Weeks 

 

Unit 5 Overview  

In this unit, students will understand how well US foreign policy decisions have met the challenges of 

the global age.  Students will explore what debates have arisen since 9/11 about how to balance security 

while preserving American ideals. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

 
➢ How is America’s role in the world seen by others? 

➢ How is the role of government viewed by citizens? 

➢ Why does America go to war?  How has warfare evolved over the century? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will understand how well US foreign policy decisions have met the challenges of the 

global age.   

➢ Students will explore what debates have arisen since 9/11 about how to balance security while  

preserving American ideals. 

Technology Infusion 
 

➢ 8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 

peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.3 Compare and contrast policies on filtering and censorship both locally and globally. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.15.a Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism in Eastern European 

countries and the Soviet Union, and determine how the fall influenced the global power structure. 



➢ 6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on 

individuals and government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United 

States and other nations to prevent terrorism.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.15.f Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the 

economic and democratic growth of developing nations. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 

preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, 

politics, and society.  

 

Differentiation 
➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  

➢ Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Structured Discussion/Debate 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 

 
➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 


